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About our International Workshop (held on September 27, 2019)

For this International Workshop, entitled “Language Education in Asia-Pacific Region: Current Issues
of Australia and Malaysia”, we invited two outstanding experts in language education and language
education policy from the Asia-Pacific region, especially from Australia and Malaysia, to learn about the
latest language education reform initiatives with their features and differences. We would like to thank all the
colleagues concerned who made us realize the plan and publish the conference article in this interim report
2019.

The acceptance of the CEFR mainly developed in the EU is now expanding in non-European regions,
but the modality in which it is actually diversified among countries, regions, and related educational
institutions is not that of the EU norm, but we can find anywhere certain efforts of its customization. In 2018,
the revised and amended version of CEFR (Council of Europe (2018) Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment: Companion Volume with New Descriptors)
predicts already that the future research should consider the socio-cultural settings in multilingual and
multicultural societies in the world. Our research group has re-examined the CEFR’s concept, firstly
envisioned on the European homogeneous soil, by analyzing the linguistic and socio-cultural characteristics
of Asian languages, that cannot meet the traditional CEFR language ability measurement items.

This workshop was planned by our research project “Research and Development of CEFR
Proficiency Description Methods with special consideration for linguistic types and socio-cultural diversity
of Asian Languages”, supported by the JSPS Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research (Nobuo TOMIMORI) and
by another research group “Web-based Educational Pedagogy for the Development of Communication Skills to
Accommodate Varieties of English” (Norie YAZU, Kanda University of International Studies) and by the Institute
of Language Research, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies.

Finally, we would like to express our deepest gratitude to Ms Keiko FUKAO and Mr. YI Yeong-il,
assistants of our project, for their continuous efforts at preparation, as well as to the Institute of Language

Research, as co-organizer of this workshop.
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